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THOSE crazy mlxed~up pagsc 1In the lasit Lssuwe drow .3 mEny com-

ments as the N3F discusslon. They wereo referico gluost evary-
thing from "a maze to test the intelligence of #{f rundera’ wo "an
adventure™. Apparently the maze wasn't too ¢liilzult, os nost cvery-
one seems to gleaned some measurce of invelillgence Iicn the Leiicrs.

Thouﬁh it was no doubt obviocus, I want (o hacten (o zsswe you thati
the "unusual® page line~up was uaintentional.

A couple of 1ssues back, you may recall, I was complalining about my
troubles with "off-set" with my ditto., Well, I had tho brilliaat idee
that if I'd run off one side of each sheet--every othwer page-~first and
then go back and fill in the back sides 1'd save mycel? gomeci that
trouble. First tlime through went £ine, but then I gol things fouled
up but good~-somechow. I had the choice of elther puliling the mag to-
gether as I did or junking 3/4 of it and re~doling it. 1y declslion wap
obvious. I did have to run off a double run of two ol the pages,
which explains why they were mighty faint in some of the coples. This
was my {irat trouble with such difficuitlies, but I guess 1t jusl goes
to show that some of us are Jjust not as smart as we sometimes think we
are. Sort of humbles one...

IN THE LAST issue I was acclaiming & onaz-shot called MEUHPEON by Lee
Riddle and Jean Linard. Since that tlma I've been zo foritunate as to
bave received a letter from Jean. And only thils moraing arrived a
fanzine, VINTKAT, from the Linards. Since I had not read Joan's
earlier mag, HMEUH, thls was my first real taste ofBLinard-eags"~--and I
can see that I've been missing cut on something. VINIKAT is Aunle's
mag with~-(and I quote)--"English high prose substltuted to my french
high prose is all exaggeratedly free translation by this husband of
mine", since Annie’s knowledge of English 1ls apparecatly as exbensive
as my knowledge of French--nll. With Jean translating /innlie's French
into English, and interpolating hls own remarks, the result 1g highly
interesting reading. These Linards have as "fresh" a viewpocddt ag ['ve
run acrose in meny a moon. Takes me back to my early days in fandom
when everything was fresh and new and wondroug. Th2t acddrese la

24 rue petit, VESOUL, Haute-3aone, FRA!.CE.

THE FLAGS ARE flying at half-mast and the black crece lLangs evarywhere.
The Norfolk Science Fiction Society has been split up since 507 of the
members (Ray Thompson by name) has gone to the city to seek his fortun:
True, he still makes every-other-weeksly excursicns to Worfolk to

spur me on in my fannish work, but the old Monday-cvening get-to-geiher
are no more. He 1s currently established at 628 Scuth 20th, Apt. 3,
Omaha 2, Nebr. In case any of you have been woncdering what hapgened 1o
his mag ECLIPSE, Ray was having considerable *troubles gettlng hls mimec

A_ Bob Peatrowsky
November -~ 1956 Boh 634
| Norfoll, Nebr.




forwarded to his present acd o lzat report (Oct.23) the stenclls
and everything wz2s in readlz au, gvaliting the arrival of the mirmeo
which apnrarently was somewhere ln trarnsit between Norfolk and Oraha.

ve wlil contlinue to 1lnterrupt our regular materla) to bring you any
further developements which may accur.

MY PSICHOJANALXSIS of .the fanzlne~edlting busvneqs 171 the last cditorial
haen't as yet been elther proven or dis-proven Furtier issues of PEON
and UMBRA have not yet arrived so I can't teil yet 1T these mags are
really going to undergo any changes or not.. 4sg for my oWn case wlth
CONFAB--1I'm not going to reveal any tho“ghbs wbich i may have on the
subject just yet. I still haven't decided how I feel about 'the whole
matter, although the cleverer among yecu may note that thls issue of
CIONFAB 1s no different tyne of mig than the previous ilssues were. If
you wish, you may jumr to your own conclusions

% KK NN DR NN

SKLVERAL weeks have passed since that above paragranh was wrltten. HRot
really a long time, yet numerous things and thoughts have occurred,
all of which have helped me decide how I feel atout CONFABa Oor
perhans 1t would be more correct 1f I sa2id "the way I don’t feel about
Y O : f
The truth of the matter is that find I really don't have any feelings
toward the mag. I neither llke 1t lmmensely nor.do I dislike it to
any degree. It has become & strlctly impersonal: thing to.me. . I sup-
pose it has achieved its objJective.- It-has been & letterzine.of, I...
think, moderate success. In these seve:al lssues slnce CONFAB. has
been revived, response has been most gratifying. There has been all
sorts of zaterial for an ambitious letterzine editar to use. But I'm
afrald the bright glow that once covered me whenever I was worklng on
"ay very own fanzine" has all but gone out. _

At one time practically all my spare tlue was consumeg wlth reaalng

eclence fiction mags and publishing a fanzine. Since then I've dis-

covered that there are other ways to spend my spare time besldes s-f

and fanzines. These other "mundane" intereets and activities have

waxed and waned/&?ose relation to my periods of gafia. Now, I fear,
123 come the ulticate. " '

This, then, is the final issue of CUNFAB.

This wlll also be my retiremnent from the fan-pubbing game. I now have
not the slightest urge to resume fanzine publlshing and 1f such an
urge should arise in the future, I'll resist 1t firmly.

I have not lost complete interest in fandom and s-f nowever. There
are a couple of fanzines which I'd like to continue receiving. A cash
subscription will solve that sroblem, and keep me in touch with most
of fandom's hapoenings. I cannot sub to 2ll the fmz. If you don't
get a sub from me and continue to @end me your mag, you are 1indeed a
Gond Man and shall be resarded as such in my most secret thoughts.

And now, as they say, I'm an old fan...and tired. lgiéf#%%fi;}i;&
! £ '\-k' :
/’—_—\
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CLAUDE RAYE HALL, 3228 KcGard St:, Fert verth, T¢407 TEXAS

GCONFAB #13 arrived without pplder. Yet. J roticed 1n ihe
letter section that thias yarkee urctari from hinue’“"1‘°~"
Redd Boggs--got HIS with hig 12th issuc. It's hardly £
Boggs getting all of the extros Like tha ’

With you glving out typlcally faunlsl . ..fts like splders
with each issue of CONFAB, I predict a startl‘ng swelling in
circulation. Shouldn't be toc long, Bob, until fen wlll be
just dying to get CONFAB.

If you ever run out of spiders, I lnow &a moun tadin - -cut. near
Carlshad, New Mexlco, that's covered with “thousand 1635"“

I might be able to herd up a desert schooner load for yor

the next time I'm down there° Cf course. postal autacr’t*oc
being what they are, they'd likely insist that you incluob a
pine box at least six foot long with each "thougand leg.'

I can't help you out concernlng those pine boxes. We haven’
any trees in TikXAS you know. aAnd more dogc have gone psych
lately for unexplalinable reuasons.... - .

Bob, I was very dlsappolnted to learn that yeurgneadarshl
response on CONFAB i= €0 Low. Probably becsuse ol wiic f'
that wUZ2AY was always much of a rabble rouser, I geﬂera1ly
received 30 to 50 percent response {(letters and posticards)
for each 1ssue. Iy circulatlon wes always about &C lssuec.

ﬁ“’

" with about 30 or 40 issves extra for wrlite-ins. mwzzx 5

was & complete sell-out. That'e why I chopoed off some of
the fen on my old malling list. £Kell, boggs (tne OrNELY
cuss) only responsed to one 1lssue anyvay. Tucker never had
written. There were a few others that I drooped. I sent
their 1lssues out to #nglish fen. It was muchly a wasied
motion. None of those blimey zZnglisgh-fen z2nsversd clither.

And, 1n case anyone ls wonderilng. the ccmuent o »J4ZY was
very favorable except for a few fen. I Lsed to be able to
name them on the fingers of one hand. Now it takes tro

hands and two or three toes thrown 1n. Comne CR, pCQENS, L1 <

Seemingly, you scoff at my statement that Houdinlil could
hold his breath for seven minutea. It irritaies me when
this sort of thing happens; when scneone Invariably doubts
my statements. I'm thankful that it o2ly heppens with stran
gers. Ky friends have learnad to take nc at face value-
Houdini could heold his breath for seven ninutes CORKONET
published the most cowmplete blography on hls Life zeveral
years ago. The book length ltem was separated over a span
4



of two issues. It was written by cn authority on hils 1life. Not only
could Houdini hold his breath ssven minutes, but he could also exist
over half an hour on the air remuining luside an alr-tight coffin

under water. He performed the situnt easliy to reve2l a faker.

And, slnce we're on the sublect of Hovdinl . the movie which starred
Tony Curtis can hardly be accepted as accurate, Iicudinl Gid not dle
in the "Chinese Water Torture" trick bescause of a bursl appendix.

Houdini had, for several years, offered a hundred dollars O the man
who could slug him in the stomach and make him winece. ile hagd hardened

his stomach muscles tremendously and could stand a blow that would

ki1l 2 normal persorn.

That nlght, while (I forget whether he was leaving a matinee performance
or entering for the night's performance)in front of tho theater, & man
suddenly stepped out of nowhere and hit him violently in the stomach.
Houdini, caught off guard, did not have time to {lex his stomach mus-
cles. In the movie, they had Houdini convén’enily dle of his appendlx

rather than a rupture from an unexpected blow.

Did you ever hear the
one a2bout him where he
would swallow some
threzd and some ncecedles
and regurgitate them
and the needles would
be threzded cn the
tiwead?. ..

Or what about hls ele-
phant stunt on the
stage of the once-fan-~
ous lilppodrome?

Several of Houdini'e
illusions died with
him. But & successor
in the field of illu-
slons is this Ricardl

« from Peru that appeared
on the Ed Sullivan show
last week. It's obvi-

ous that the gzirl was suspended by wires--but how? I'd like to see

him do that trick out in the open.

You know this already, but I'm going to tell you that your pages were
sure messed up just so that I can have my say. I flnally pleced things
together though and managed to read all of Riddle's letisr. Nost in-
teresting of the group.

As for the N3F, I can remember when I was a2 member. It took six
months for me to get my first zine and junk. I don't remember that
anything they did for me or I did for them was worthwhile. KNen Gerdine
welcomed me in with a poem on a postcard. I think that was the most
lmportant item I got out of the N3F for my dollar membersnlr fee. I

5



was only a wember for one jyear--thank God:

{(No, Clavde, I wouldén't saw that I wag geofflog ot
your statement that"Houdinit comld hold hiz brealh for seven
minutes.” It Just dién't seem to jibe with =y uim resollae-
tions on the subject. Slnce then, I dus oul Wy copy 9%

THE GRZAT HOUDINI by Beryl Willlans and Somuel Epglein and
reread 1t, but it felled to mentlon hla breath-lholding g~
cord. The local public library then sunviizd me with & cony
of HOUDINI, HIS LIFE STORY by Harold Xellock, 'Tvom ihe re-
collectlions and documenta of Beatrice Houdini:." ‘this blog~
rapher states that ",..he could stay under .waierj..for mare
than four minutee wlthout grave dizcomfort. Hig high record
vas four minutes, sixteen seconds. in & public test.' (The
underlines are mire.) Thias is two minutes. Toriy-four sec-
onds short of seven minutes.

T was unable to locate that blography in CCREONET +hat
you mentlioned. The library's Guide to Perlodleal Literaiur-
doeg liot an article on Houdini in CORCHEL . (July, 1055)---

I checked 1t back over the past ten ylars---hut thls Just
short article which makes no mention oft Houdinl’s akility to
hold hls breath for seven minutes. Ccwlé 17, be you Lave you.
mags mixed up? I'm curlous as to who this "authority cn his
1ife" 1s, and how he scems to have iniormziion that Houdini's
other blographere don't possess. WUndarstand, T don't .say
that Houdini couldn't nold nis braatl for scven minvlecs - I
just haven‘t been able, to rind anythlng o corroboraie Lo
statement. Call me & Mlssouriana, If you wish.

I dian't cee the movie wiuvh Tony . Curtis, so I don' i
have any opinions cn 1its authority, or lack of 1t. lor am
using 1t ac an suthority for ny statenentos

regarding Houdini's death: -~ Both of my gources ol in-
formatlon state that KHeudinil was struck in the stoneely
subsequently became 111, underwent an operatien fop acute
appendicitis, and dled a week later. According Lo bicgra-~
phers J1lliams and Epstein, "Tue controversy ever wacther thy
blow... ...had acturzally beensresponsible Tor the ruphuring
of Houdini's appendix was flnally settlcd -~Ffor the officlal
record, at least--when Houdini's insurance rnolicy wes paid
according to the dcuble imdemnliy rate permissable in acci-
dental death." "

I didn‘t see Ricardl from Peru on the Ed Sulliven sghov,
but cather from your comment. that he perfcrmed a levitation.
A few months ago I did see 2 magiclan (I don't rocall his
name at the present)!perform a levitaticon out or a Celiforniz
beach on the tv show "ou Asked for It" in onswer to & wieh
Just like vours about "doing that, irick cut in the onen.

Incldentally, all thils research on Houdinl has yoused
ny interest in magle sufficlently vo dig out my 0ld note-
books of magic for a 1ittle rersadlng. s’

'S
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BOB TUCKEH, Box 702, Bloomington. (1l. W k.

Tentatlve deflnition (revised): Fuggheads are
maople incapable of second thoughts. (This i a

cond-Lhought.

N
latch on to NEWSWEEK for Oct. 15 and read tele- 6‘\-.- M,3‘i;%///
»ath item on page 35. I say to you sir, WILD / '
T AEZNT 1s two yeara ahead of the newspapers!

and I may as well tell you that «WI1LD TALsNT has
been as0ld to the movies. Bs on tue alert to

- & 4 &
= W 2.‘_‘ PREVNY

T . .52 20

DICX ELLINGTON, 29¢ Riversicde Dive, Apt. 1llA, llew Yorx 25. NW. Y.

fost pleased to see another copy of COHFAB teking the place of your
nobin-~doodlng for awhlle.

er, ~uh, the vacant lot for practicing... I mean, uia, il you don't
have a backstop don't the arrows tend to sort of fly cut beyond the
vacant lot? Or does 1t overlook a stretch of open counitry securely
fenced off from wandering vagrents? Or does one get some kind of a
prize for hitting passing pedestrlans esccidentally? HKecollect arcund
nome (Seattle) there's an 1sland where gun-hunting is verboten but
where during the appropriate seasons, deer may be potted with bow and
arrow. All the amateur archers turn out in force but the decer are
relatively safe. The hunters, I amlsad to say, are not equally safe.
Several of them usually come back looking like vlctims of a medleval
war. Likg Tom Lehrer says, "Two game wardens, ceven hunters and

AW e s 0o

Con report? I'll be looking forward to this. Have heard all sorts of
mixed remarks on the thing frea horrible to magnifico. Didn't sce
hardly any of 1t myself due to beling stuck behind a reglstration uvype
deek cduring most of the dolngs.

I agree with you on awlumming. - Water 1is for Ifishes. r {0 parephrase

Asimov, "If God had wanted wen to go in the water he would have glven

them fins!® I faunch to go someplace near the Dead Sea so's I can lay
around and really float without worrylng about sinking.

Teenage fans? Sure, some of them are a problem. So what are we sup-
noged to do, make fandom 2 closed club to teen-agers? Illardly. Don't
let those baclk near us who have made an oceaaslonzl toc-boo (Ellik is a
case in point there). Agaln hardly. Forget about the whole silly
arsunent?  Xlght as well.

Ghod, after this last 1dlot hassle of thelrs, I wish the I3F would

quietly go into whatever dank, dark hole they llve iu1 and rot away froc
shame. what silliness. Even common, garden varieity fen aren’t guilty
of some of the arrant assininitles they pulled off with their "politi-~

cal" campaigning.
7



e ({Io set your mind at sase. Dlc
~ : thet wag a blg vacant Lot on whic
was pracbicing my archery. Light
actuzlly.  And on the edge of wown, Wiih
npen country on two nsides. So 1t was
perfectly safe.)})

o

G. M. CARR, 8325 - 3Ys% NiW, Seattle 7, wWash.

Before engaging on_any cndeavor to "destroy NFFF
1t might be weil L0 stoptand iokisunciher look-—-
the poor old 'Dying Monster'‘ {as it was publlcly
labeled way back in 1949) scems Lo have e pretiy
tough constitution. It might taxe a blt wore do-
ing than you think to destroy it. In fact, the
club has survived mismanagemeni which would have
destroyed most, organizaiicns but 3tlll scems 1o
hang on and keep on making promises whlch 1t mever gets around to ful-
filling.... Another thing to take note is the affectation which it
seems to engender in the fans who are active N3Fers... The gripes, t.Lo
complaints, the carping criticlsms and suggestions tc 'kill 1t off’
always seem to come from the non-members, »>r from the inactive ones
The fans who have most reason to feel disgruntledr-those. wio hovs been
worked to a frazzle, milked of thelr dough to pay ite bllls and Keep
1t solvent, and then when too broke and {00 worn out. to work =uy longor
are tossed to one side with loud sereams of vilificatiorn at not having
accompllshed more than they did-~those fans are not the oriegs to holler
Tor N3Fs annlhilation. Not they..... They 1lick thkelr wounds in gl-
lence for a while, then drag themselves to the slidelines anéd cheeir the
efforts of the others that are still bhanging on. IT ‘the defalcatlion
of unstable officers, the dwindllng mewbership (dovn to 75 from &Hhc
over-400 of 1950), the lack of tangible results, the lacl ol Intein
leadership can't %111 it--no ganging up of non-mambers can ponsibl

1t. Go ahead anéd try.....but marxz words, 1t'11 be a losing tattle

I3F wlll be around as long as fandom 1is.

That was really sometnlin: new in oage format, Bob...lt lenit .an air of
adventure to readlng this lissue-~~a sori of treasure hunt with.clues.
But 1t was well worth the efforf-~especlally to see that long letter
from Redd Boggs (who has been silent tso long from FAPA) and the word
from Chas. hlddle Who has been absent cven lenger. I miss them, even
with all the present Fapish brililaznce i’ Crennell. Bloch & Tucker.
new gstar has also risen 1ln the Fapish Firmament, tul so far I have no
seen gig elsewhere--one Andy Young. You wouldn't recognize the cld
APE,y L0006 « s »

A
Pt
4+

V)

Your comments about editors feeling themselves in 2 rut wiih regard to
their fmz are very pertlnent. At least, I can testily that Lt hae
nappened to me a few times--which is why I am now working on my Sth
Fanzine title (my new SAPSzine). I find, though, that an editor may
wish to change his fanzine style but that doesn't mean he/she %z golng
to be able to do it. You can change the name, the paper, the DAEe
size, the materlal layout, and everything atout ths zine inoluéing the
color of the 1niz--but you can't get away frow youraslf., Ard zinee it
B}



19 the editor that makes the rz~ 1t 15 geing to Be the same old

stuff no matter what you call i%. For that matter--loock at Ray Palmer.
amazling, Other “orlds, Mystic, Seargh....change the name all he wante,
the same old RAP-crud comes to rest inside the newly-named covers.

But at least RAP did manage to produce cne nag iLhat was dlstinctly
different--FATE. I stlll see coples on the newsstand ceceasionally,

so I suppose he 1s stlll publishing it ¥ary neonlie admire nls taste,
but I can't stomach it. I've got the first 22 ighs (when Bea Mahaffey
was editing OTilsh WOhLDS) of his gprozine OW that I11 be glad to trade
for the first six issues of LONDON HYSTERY MAGALILE in case anybody

1s listenlng. That, at least, would resay me for tho dough I spent

]
on Gm. L )

((Don't take me too ‘seriously, GM, when I talk aboyt
killing off the N3F. Actuelly it docszi'i bother me one way
or the other. As long as it leaves me alcne, 1'1ll leave it
alone. OK? Besldes, 1f we abolished the N3F, what would
gutur?)fans have to gripe about? Not to mention present-day

ans?

STAN WOOLSTON, 12832 West Aves, Garden'Grove, Ccalif.

Glad to get CONFAB again, because I like letters. As such, your cover
policy doesn’t really interest me. What are the names of the two fane
on the cover, anyway? I suppose the bearded slob is Paul Turner in a
previous incarnstion. I don't savvy that brilllant cartoon. :

Glad you're back in sf fandom. I have a mild intersst 1ln archery, and
keep 1t that way by not getting the equipment. I've read how to make
various types of bows, and suppose I could recognize the kind used for
hunting humans as opposed to the four-legged sort; but I carefully
keep all my lore in books where it won't cut into my fan time.

I'm a guy who believes 1in compromises. George Wetzel says Ron E1lik

belisves fans should be allowed to use water pistols at cecus. I'd go
along with E11lk with one modification: that the fans be sitiing ln a
bathtub full of water, and the tub ve pushed off the roof.

Now I'm in a relaxed mood, see. - You:can tell from that crack. So now
I'm going to say a few words about the last letter, Ed Cox's, as he
specifically mentioned my name, and made some suggeatlions.

About N3F, he sald "Let's abollsh it." He sald "Nobody is going to
volunteer for work." He s2id "The boom in 2tf is over now. lle sald

"lNobody loses if the NFFF dissolves."
An attempt to abolish N3F last year got 4 votes.

Right now projdbcts in the works: a Yearbook, with 2 polls currently be-
ing made, info being gathered by qulte a few volunteerc on varlious sub-
Jects; a Memory Book 1s ready to bLe sold, dedlcated to the NYORKON IIX
(this spelling from letter WAV sent me); about 1§ years of a current
rrozine Story Xey is 1in manuscrlpt form, and prooably next to be pub-
lished; and a Paper~Back Anthology Story Bey with the work nearing comr




pletion (on manuscript--1t isn'it steneiled yet)., darller this yoar 2

seudonyms List wasg published,., and ;ggg“ea? carme out Besldes thls
"o work" there was several issues of Yostie. ths L“ Lergine, ard 2
tradezine came out too. In-about 2 month ancther .lsh of Fostls will

be published. (That’s about the end of October.)

]
1

Perhaps I don't iknow what a boom 1s, 'but in anv o~fﬂ passibly, & ne
mags are 1n the works or out. gSatelllio 1s comethiwng lilie SLarill
a gstory of about 40,000 words as lead, plus 'e,,,ul i}
ence, pream world and Interplanetary, plus.one ucil 4

sadlsm, are a2lso probably a-coming. This docgin ' L rdlc:tg wQ WY 4133
that SF 1s necessarilly continuing its uvpward treck, b tnen I Gon'
think it is poassible to tell by knowlng the name of Ll current mags 1.
SF 1s progressing or net. Even quantity-wise., it iz p,usibWe for a
mag to increase in the number of issuecs & year, the wunber of pages. o
both; 1t could also change to less freguent publlicatlion and cut ths
word~length. Or it could change to & comic mag.

cd

[TRSRE Y

g

Aoparent3y Internlanetary and one of the other mags is intemded o Te
a gort of contlnuation of Planet. Thig could meszn o letter and ian
departrent,, and serve as Planet did in attracting Tanz. Lves withoub
it, there are still letter columne that cen be tappéd: for new potanti~
members of fandom and of N3F. I doubt 1f glther SF or fandom will
collapse, and although lmperfect, N3F should remain a3 wolls

There ARE actlve members in N3F, and they wlll lose 17 N3ZF dissclives
I'm cne of those active members, Instead of glaring g ncral~t3cs,‘2
tried to get along, by helping this group work vetter.  Perhapyps ¥
shouldn't let £d's words bother me, but if he was intzsrestaed erovgh in
fandom to become active in Li3F, he might see why guys and gal: remala
active in the group.

I like& this stuff, including the two CGarr's.  Actually G.i. ls much
better located o criticise N3F, but this yeear she has not been an of-
ficer, and evidently dldn't reuember a few of the achlovempnug-—bne
speclal publications such as the Pseudonyme Lish.

At one time there VAS a way 1n NBF to compel obsdiene~. but thai was
beyond my time and GEM's. The method was simple. teoo: yeu had dutico--
to pay dues, to vote in all elections. If stch a ruvlzs was in fcrce t-o-
day 1t would mean ALL members would at least bo actlivz in the fi=id of
voting-~and this could include ahkswerluz all polls. Another possibilli’
is to 1lnclude the contribution of scmething to the club rmagazine, or
actixity in some branch of club activity, elthar a »nroject or a "“depar:
nent,

G.li. suzgests economle penslties might work, but wherec would =Z1l thot
Interest--and MOKEY-~come from to get a hundred buclis to pub
promlssory note. Shucks, with such an arrangezent 2 cerson woaul
to be a fanatlic to Joln.

((And, from a later letter.....))
o NIk think the zroup thal c¢lusters around a fanzine. or the
' 3ok g om

someone 's house. 1lg a good part of fandom.
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attend and fun to think about afterwaris; fanzlnz pubding has 1its at-
tractive features, and corresponding ic probebly the heart of fandom,
as 1t brings the ideas and group actlcns of & nurber of people from
wide areas to a scrt of focus.

But I have been 1lnterested in N3F for some time, and possibly find one
of its appeals that reaching for everytning appreach (2 farndom. In
fan~-pubblng you correspond and organize the lessues ol Lthe megszine, and
get direct "payment" from the joy of seelng your wag &0 out ané 1n
anticlipating coumment. later the comments cone in, and you can enjoy
that too~-it's egoboo personified. A fanzine. then, can be a personal
hobby, and often the editor-publisher goes fair sfisld for subject mat-
ter. This is good, for the people who appreciate the expanse of ldeas

presented (or the eajoyment of the material) will support it with subs,
cozzents ané the "like.

N3F can have a very dl-
rect apoeal, too. Var-
lous persons are active
doing definite things--
publishing and editing
the club magazines,
waich includes the of-
ficlal organ and a let-
terzine, for instance.
Both pubs attract its
following--its comment-
ers~en, contributors-
And they glve an ldea
what the aposeal of N&F
is to those whc are mem=-
bers.

1'm golng to see you get,
a copy of POSTIE, the
{i3F letterzine, when it
cores out, Bob. Perhaps
it will cive ycu an 1-
dea why there mlght be
aome fans who find N3F worth working for. I wonder...Bob, do you have
any idea kbw many of your readers would help you wlth your magazine 1f
you asked them to, and how steady they'd continue in the future? Thats
the blg N3F problem, and 1 belleve the candidates for next year, and
other workers still golng strong, wlll find '57 a better year than
this one. I am not comparing N3F to your mag except to the extent of
saylng that 2 fan organization carries on (maybe haltingly) after an
individual stops being active, and during the months you were @allat-
ing N3F continued to publish the club organ, a letterzine came out
several times this year, and the Tradezine also was oub. ... N3F's
detractors are usually fans who aren’t in on current activitles of the
group, and who are griping blindly, assuming that it could never im-
prove. iy friend Ed Cox, Redd Boggs and others wisn to see lN3F dis-
solved. They'll have to work by b:ing members, and I Soubt ithat they
wish to join. Only members can dlsaolve it. Their cutting rewmarks
have mads the Jjob of improving H3F much harder, by discouraging some
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of the actlive members of fancem frem jolnlngs.

Guess I feel there's too much ant1~m3F sentiment for me to appreciatc
the letter secitlon fully, but " I've ¢ feeling that many letters dis~
play the fannish custom-~also polltical cusem-=ol cversiatlng 2 case
for the sake of emphasis, ané then belleving the overstatamant. Jou
gone it, maybe I'm e freak, but I still mezd angd enjoy &i afier 20,
years; I read widely outaide the fleld, especially pon-ficticn books
and magazines. I've an impresslon that many of your “eddOfS disliks
af, and find it boring. Why not take eniinfermel poll on tinla’

((Seems to me that you've covered yOJr slde-~-and N3F's
slde--of the discussalon pretty thoroushiy . Stan. Very 1ittl:
that I have to add, either pro or con.

Your compariscn of N3F to my mag does acen pretiy
legitimate at thato And, Just as CONFAB poes, 80 g0&s the
N3F.

Yes, I read sf yet, though neot nearldy as much as I ¢
did. 1In fact, ever since entering fandor nypreadlng of g
has been tapering off. I'm a fan of f&nﬁcm ra ther than a
fan of sf.))

WALT WILLIS, 170 Upper N’Ards Rd., Belfast., N. Ireland

it's always seemed to me that the bEBt way of looking at this silent
subber question ig this. The price eharged by a foned covers mors o
less the cost of the physical materials he sendsifochhie aubgeoibei,

No charge is made for the time and trouble expended by the fensd-=nol
to mention the imponderable cowmodlty of his genius, the precious
1ifeblood of a paster spirlit* to coln a strikingivhrazse-—-and ne 1is
entitled to expect pagment in kind for these. ‘Nobt necessarily a leL-
ter of comment on each lssue, but an cceasional indicatlon that his
fanzine 1s belng put tc some other purpose than base uses, 1if _you Kneis
what 1 mean. As Lee Rlddle points out, people have a hawnlt of .coming
to regard fanzlnes as a natural phenomenon, 11kd ¥ in? Amleds whey
have published one themsxdxeu tney haven't the vagvest ideauv-of tha
amount of work that go=z¢ into the 1ittle heap eofduniicated 'sheebs
they toss agide so casually. It's this taking things forgrented which
1s responsible for tihe perlodie depressions in Faﬂoom like the one
we're experiencing now. A really good fanzine appears, "1t stimulates
activity everywhere and brings lilvely newcome”s inta the fleld, wntil
everywhere there is brlilliance and I1ght? ragually more ‘and more
people come to regard thls as the natural statc of "fandom, and sit back
complacently watching the {lreworks, noct bothehing even to applaud.
Then in time the 1little men behingd the 3cenes get tired working for
nothing, leaving the silent subbers in the dark feeling viguely dis-
satisfied and cheated. They had pald for 21l that zunpowder and other
raw materiale: how dare the 1ittle men bzshind the scenss glve up worlk-
ing like slaves converting thex intc brililant gset pisces?

So the way I lock at 1t 1ls that just s the subscriber haa the choics

between subscrlbing and not sukbscriblng, so the publisher is catitled

to the cholce between accepting the subscription or refusing it. In

opxctice he usually accepts it, hecause Tew fanzines have an cetlive sub-
j e



scription list up to the limiti of thelr circulatlon, but 1f the time
comes when he needs an ext~a cony for an active readsr, he's gulte en-
titled to drop a lump of cdeadwood.  Pergunally, I do 1t the painless
way, by Just falling to notlfy them that thelr evksgcriptlon has ex-
plred. If they notice it tnemselveo and I'OnLEew , vell. good for then,
and I try someone else. They've shown they're alive and interested,

andéd that's 211 I want.

I liked Perry's letter best this issue. and onjoy"d hiz dietribe sgains
the N3F. In the old days, when nearly. every fon wzs 1n the N3F

whether they liked 1t or not, we had a plot ic glecht Tucker cr Burbee
28 N3F President--we found there was nothlng In the constitution to

say the Presldent had to be a member of N3F--with the idea that on
taking office he would forthwlth dlesolvse the organlzation under the
Lirectorate's feet. But with old age %olerance has sct in. If these
peosle 1like to play at organizing themselves, why should we break 1t up

It was nice to tee Boggs back again--we mlssed him. I'm fascinatea by
that little insect he found in his ¢opy. Is he sure it wasn't...Yngvi?

what on warth 1z this fatal apneal archery has to have for fans? A
week after hearing that part of the Liverpool Group has left fandom
for toxophlly, I get fmz from you and Ray Thompson mentioning it.

There are a lot of dreadful puns lying around there, but I'll resist

he temptaticn.

dell, 1t's nice to see Confab coming in again so frequently. I1I've al-
ways liked 1t and meant to say so many 2 time., Ineldentaily was that
peculier pagination a device to test the intelligence of your readers,
like the mazes they put rats through? If so, send me my plece of
cheese: 1 apade 1t.

#liot to be confused with spirlt masters.-

((I've been on both sldes of this "slient subber" situ-
ation. And simultaneously too, I might add. LExcept for the
first few months, I've been pubbing a fanzine of one sort or
another ever since I've been in fandom, albeit a blt spas-
modic at times. 8o [’'ve experienced the faned's wviewpoint.
And during this period, from time to time. I've played the
part of the silent sutber to geveral fanzines too~~fanzines
which are no longer with us. These were fanzines walcn I
really enjoyed. I looked forward to each 1ssue and hopned
they would continue on and on. But, sad Lo say, I was neg-
lectful avout commenting and letting the edltor know how I
felt about hls mag. who mows--mine might have bszen the
letter that would have gpurred Gels on with PSYCHOTIC or
Leeh with QUALDRY. Ponderocus thought. that.

I wasn't aware that fans were mcre vulnerable to the
appeal of archery than plalin people:¢ But there does seem to
be some deep, hildden counection thers night now though I've
given up archery for the sooeal off“n~puboi“u agaln. After
this, who knows?

The paglinatlion maze was wnintentional. I hadn't 1laid in
a sup3ly of cheese to gilve out ag rewards, so I hope you'll
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understand why yours hagn't b en forthconing. Thjs idea of
using some such subtle device %o test the resdors’ inteilil-
gence does intrigue me thougiie...))

RON ELLIK, 277 Pomona Avenue, Long Beach 3, Calif.

»eothat brings up the point of oUB’LhES ve. FRERZINES... I szdc
this will start another feud 1like “Down with 1&1;1PL10H“ and “Rlga!
Fandom Is Here" and "No U Turn" and other slogeus of days gone pa
Anyway, and to wit, here are my opinions, as one who has edlted ¢
published both types.

fle
S
A0,

S ok m—

Now, rewember, fans are alijernately altrulstic
and quite selfish. You will find many =2 fan oo
would gflve hils fanzine cuaa...but when he Lriecc
1t he finde almeelf cut Ng covwn hiv by bIT on
the amount of materilal 1n each issue--so ag to
save on postage. Also, you'll never meel a bar-
gain-hunter like the fan who glves hlg fmz away
Always looking for cheaper paper, stencllc, Inn
correction fluld. staples, ink Pads-~ L 1WZ 7S .

So let's look at the argument Tfrom koth view-
polints. How does the altrulistic side of & fan
look at subzlnes/freezires? Scrt of 1ile thlz-

I'm not golng to make money on ny Ifhingline. I
know this beause everybody stys they gon' v nake
money. If I ‘were to publishufoer a:circuiniion
oI 1500 or more and print only few pagees,
chargling ten cents a copy., 1 could iake money.
But I want to pub Tor a2 limlted circulation oi
-my own friends or people who would be Iinterect. .
in the type of material I like to write/read~—
and I do not want to be limited by publicatlion
deadlines or a small number of pages, beth of which are impocsed on the
large~circulation fanzine.

Furthermore, I'm getting sick and tired of gendlng my fanzine to the
pros for review and, 1f they review 1t at all, setting back flve or
8lx letters with nickels or dimes Inside requezsting covies of the next
lssue, or maybe, three-lish subs. I put these names down in my little
black book, and send them their copyf{ies), and if I ever hear from
ther again 1t's to ask for the lssue after that, no commenrt on the mag
itself except maybe "I like YEGLURiPH, please send me the following
i1ssue." These people pay for maybe one-tenth or one-fifth (at the
most) of the cost of sending them 2 thirty-page fanzine, and I get no
pleasure out of sending it to them...

S0 why not cut out all thls necnsensse about charging for qubﬂoL ticno?

It's only dome to imitate the professlonalg, and weo don't sell wd to

imitate the pros, so why sell subs? Besides, 1t 5rvo]?cs a more com-

plex system of listing those who get the issue. when I'd rather just

keep a list of one or two pages of names and addrecsczo, olosoly tyned.
14
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to which I could refer much faster than a bock full of coded signs
ané numbers.

This way: too, I don't have to stop sending Yeglurumpih to sc;:uody Just
because he isn't pubbing -anymcre. And too, I don't have to keep Joe
+hatsis on the list because he puts out a monthly rag I don't even
read. I can send 1t to people who I want to get it, without fear of
embarrassing them by making 1t look like I want thelr money. My clrcu-
lation can be as large or as small as I wanu it, Zor while I don't have
to send 1t to anybedy, there's no need to w07h“ w9 Lncrease clircula-
tion--moat everybody will reply to a free fanzine, 1f that's all they
nave to do to keep gettilng 1t. So I go through the letter columns In
the prozines and the fanzine review gections Iin other fanzines., and the
club membership lists, and send out 250 copies o#f the flrst two 1lssues,
and from %the letlters I get 1in return I make up. & pliable llittle list of
maybe 100, maybe more, and answer all the letters so that they feel
they're getting & little blt more then a fanzine every two menths or
every tnree months. Besldes, 1f somethlng comes up like a never,
tougher semester at school, or a speclal assignment at work wnilch re-
quires all my spare time, I can quletly fold tnlnge up for a guarter or
two, and not worry about irate subscribers pestering me wantlng thelr
rnoney basK.

This way too, I don’t need to keer a large backlog of material--or any
backlog at all. Yegluiraph can be pubbeu whenever I have some decent
material on hand; the on*y stuff I'11 hold for any oerlod of time 1s
artwork, and damned if I'll accent Just ANY artwork--I'll malke 1t a
policy to send back half of what an artist sends me, and make sure 1
have four or five reores:nted in each lssue... And format?--I can ex-
periment all I want, and f£igure out what I llke best. iaybe a renova-
tion or two here and there, a new idea in headings, = different color
of ink. Sure, 1'l1 get a lot of helpful suggeations from the reader-
ship, but they aren't running tals fanzine~~thej get it only so long
as they like 1t, but theilr llking i1t Len't a prerequisite to it's
oaxistence.

There you have my own altrulstic viewpoints, modifie2d
gsomewhat for publication. I doubt you'll agree whole-
heartedly...but that, to a large extent, is how FAFHED
is run.

Now we'll see how I look at 1t when I'm feellng
gllik-centric. . .

ihey aren't paying for Yeglurmph, so I don’'t have to
send it to them unless I want to. I expect them to

co.ment on it--after all, I'm in thls thing for egchboo,
not money. 1 expect them to contrlbute once Iin a whlle
-=1 should wrlte 1t ALL? I expect decent roviews once
in a while from the ones who review fanzines; after 211, they're get~-

ting 1t free, wvhy should they pan it and cut themselveg ofT ny malling
list? I'1l publish when I feel 11Ve 1t, because none of them nave any
right to it, and certainly they can't tell nme when to put 1t out,

But boy, it sure is a lot easler than putting out & subzine. I wouvld-
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n't e back to regular deadliines for anything--not even for the pleas-
ure of steady stalf of contributors and a backlog of material. That
woy . 1t amownted tc thet I couldn't pick what went into my mag--the
coluvanicts and sheady contributors would send me all kinds of junk, and
i I rejected any of 1t I siood a good chance of throwlng them into a
huff, liow I ASK Tor material, and usually get what I want. Chrance
conbtrivutlons Ti1l up the magezine, and I can write any kind of editor-
ial, changlng the format of the magazine to sult me...

and I necdn't putlish the same nunber of nages each issue. 1 can run
2 liarge number of letters, or review fanzines for ten pages--~or devote
a lot of smace Lo 4wo or maybe;three luportant items wihilch come up. It
tan't & nevs magesie (like ASTOUNDING) so I don't accept anything
which would becouwe dated by a walt of three or four months.

On the whele, though, I think it would be a good thlng for freezines
to take over the fanpubbling field. Oh, there’ll always be the newfuns
coming in with their fancy ldeas about making fanpubbing a busineas
orogeceltlion~~thcse are the ones with the touch of Amatewr Journalisn
in thelr make-up. There are others of a similer breed who think they
123 learn liow Lo wrlte for prozines tarough writing for and publlsnlng
Tmz, and others still, quite like these two, who are convinced that
yublishing an amateur magazine they can learn to be newspaper re-~
Lorgers. But us tru-fane (you'and me, and sometimes I doubt thee...),
e know better. Tandom is Juat & goddam hotby. As somevody sald in
the letter columa of ANDROMEDA last year sometime, "I1I'm in fandom for
__ithe fun of 16, and I don't 1like anybody who makes a living out of 1t."

{(nefore anyone aceuses ionil of belng overly wordy on
nis sublect, I should say that tuls was 1n response to my
invitictlion to expound. I don't agree with you sompletely,
Ron. but the freezlnes do definitely have advantages for the
faned who doesn’'t always have time for a regular schedule. I
perticularly like the uncompllcated record®keepling involved.

Hate to cut this so short but it's time to go to press.))
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